
HAMLET
Contextual Questions

Act 1 scene 1-3



Act 1 Scene 1

1. What kind of atmosphere does Shakespeare create in 
the very opening of the play?

2. How us this atmosphere created?

3. What has been visiting the night watch?

4. What name does Marcellus and Horatio give what has 
been visiting them at night?

5. How does Shakespeare make sure that what the night 
watch is seeing is not just a pigment of their 
imagination?

6. Who do Marcellus and Bernardo recognise the 
apparition to be?



Act 1 Scene 1

7. In a world where the health of the country is tied to the 
health of its king, What does the appearance of this 
apparition predict?

8. Account for Horatio’s reaction to the sight of the 
apparition. 

9. What does this scene foreshadow?

10. What rumours does Horatio confess to hearing?

11. Explain the political conflict between Norway and 
Denmark, according to Horatio.

12. How does Horatio later react to the apparition?

13. Who does Horatio decide to inform about what he has 
seen? 



Act 1 Scene 2

1. Who is the new king of Denmark?

2. Who is with the new king of Denmark within the walls of 
Elsinore?

3. What is the main message for the new king of 
Denmark’s monologue dedicated to the late King 
Hamlet?

4. Who has the new king married?

5. What is suspicious about this new king’s taking to the 
throne?

6. What is the main purpose of the letter that is being sent 
to the new king of Norway. What is the new king of 
Norway’s name?



Act 1 Scene 2

7. Why does Claudius need to publicly demonstrate how well-
prepared he is to handle any foreign threats?

8. What is Laertes request from Claudius?

10. Who is Polonius?

11. Claudius then turns his attention to his “cousin” and “son” 
Hamlet, asking why “the clouds [of grief] still hang” on him. 
Hamlet cheekily retorts that he is, on the contrary, “too much 
in the sun.” Gertrude speaks up and urges Hamlet to stop 
dressing in black and begin treating Claudius like a “friend” 
and father. It is “common,” Gertrude says, for loved ones to 
die. Hamlet stonily replies that “it is common.”

Explain Hamlet’s play on words in his response. What does he 
really mean with these replies.:

a) “too much in the sun”

b) “It is common”



Act 1 Scene 2

12. What does Claudius and Getrude accuse Hamlet of?

13. What does Hamlet and Gertrude ask Hamlet to do?

14. Describe Hamlet’s demeanor in this scene.

15. Why exactly is Hamlet so unhappy in this scene?

16. How does Horatio describe the ghost to Hamlet? 



Act 1 Scene 3

1. Laertes bids farewell to his sister Ophelia as he leaves 
for France. What does he warn Ophelia not to do? What 
can thus be implied by this warning?

2. What fatherly advice does Polonius give to his son 
Laertes as he departures?

3. Explain the relationship between Hamlet and Ophelia 
based on the discussion Ophelia has with her father 
Polonius.

4. Discuss Ophelia’s position in terms of the men in her 
life. 


