
HAMLET
Contextual Questions

Act 2 scene 1-2



Act 2 Scene 1

1. What information does Reynaldo have to gather for 
Polonius?

2. Why is Polonius requesting this information.

3. How does Polonius suggest that Reynaldo get this 
information.

4. Just as Reynaldo exits to board a ship to France, Ophelia 
enters looking pale and in a state of fright. Why?

5. Why does Ophelia fear that Hamlet might really be falling 
in love with her?

6. Why does Polonius curse the advice he gave Ophelia to 
leave Hamlet alone.



Act 2 Scene 2

1. Who is Rosencratz and Guildenstern.

2. What is the purpose of their visit?

3. Who is Voltemand and Cornelius.

4. What is the latest news of Norway?

5. What contents are in the letter that Polonius gives to 
Claudius.

6. Why does Polonius feel responsible for Hamlet’s 
madness?

7. What does Polonius propose they do to test out is theory 
to Hamlet’s madness.

8. Comment on Hamlet’s wordplay in the conversation he 
has with Polonius.

9. Explain why is can be said that Hamlet is onto them 
(Rosencrantz and Guildenstern), and refuses to be made 
a fool of by any of the courtiers at Elsinore.

10. Who of Hamlets friends quickly cave in and admit that 
they have been sent by the king and queen?



Act 2 Scene 2

11. Summarize what Hamlet believes is the reason behind
why the King and Queen sent Guildenstern and 
Rosencrantz to Hamlet. 

12. What does Rosencrantz suggest Hamlet do if Hamlet has 
lost the ability to enjoy the company of real people?

13. Why are older actors finding it hard to work?

14. Why does Hamlet lament himself at this point in the play 
(When the actors have left to prepare for their show)?

15. After calming down, what idea does Hamlet have that 
will hopefully expose Claudius?


