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CHAPTER’S 11-20

ANSWERS TO CONTEXTUAL QUESTIONS



CHAPTER 11

1. Although hunting dogs were set loose to chase her and traps were 

set to catch her, the escaped leopard lived for two months in the 
area around the city. Pi says that the fact that this leopard lived so 

long without being seen and did not attack anyone while she was 

out proves that escaped animals are not dangerous and are 

actually just trying to fit into the new environments in which they 

find themselves. 

2. Pi has been saying that even cities house more forms of wildlife 

than people can imagine. Here he seems to be saying that some 

unusual creature was able to hide in the Mexican jungle without 

being found.



CHAPTER 12

1. The narrator is foreshadowing the telling of Pi’s story, when, as a 

teenager, Pi floated in a life boat on the Pacific Ocean for two 
hundred twenty-seven days.

2. At this point, we cannot know with any certainty, but we should 

recognize the allusion to the Richard Parker in the Poe story—a 

young boy who was shipwrecked and killed by the other people 

on his life boat, who survived by eating him. We can only assume 

that Patel is either haunted by the Poe character, or that Richard 

Parker was one of the persons whom Pi encountered during his 

adventure at sea—possibly someone on the ship or on his life boat. 

The fact that he still “preys on” Pi’s mind suggests that Parker came 

to some horrible end that somehow involved Pi. 



CHAPTER 13

1. Clearly the story is going to have a great deal to do with a wild 

animal in unfamiliar territory and a human’s need to establish 
control over it.

2. Social hierarchy is important because much of animal survival 

depends on knowing precisely where it fits in that hierarchy. The 

story Patel is going to tell the narrator most likely has to do with 

animal territorialism and dominance.



CHAPTER 14

1. The animal with the lowest social standing has the most to gain 

from associating with the alpha member of the group. 



CHAPTER 15

1. The narrator describes the house as a temple. There are items in this 

house from three different religions; all three appear to be equally 
revered. There are depictions of the Hindu god Ganesha, the 

Buddhist deity Krishna, and Jesus Christ, the central figure of 

Christianity. The person whose house this is appears to be a 

devotee of three of the major religions of the world: Hinduism, 

Buddhism, and Christianity.

2. At least some of the artifacts make the narrator smile. He seems to 

have a positive view of these objects and of the breadth of Pi’s 

faith.



CHAPTER 16

1. Brahman nirguna is the fundamental spiritual essence, which is 
beyond human understanding.

2. Brahman saguna is Brahman, or God, made manifest in physical 
things. Unlike Brahman nirguna, Brahman saguna can be 
understood by human beings.

3. He says that the rich sensory details of Hinduism made him love the 
religion from the start. But he is also a Hindu in his religious 
philosophy.

4. Being divine, Krishna was able to love all of the milkmaids at once, 
but, as soon as the girls became possessive, each wanting Krishna 
for her own, he would vanish. The point is that no one faith can 
“possess” God, claim Him for its own. If we start to believe that God 
belongs only to us, we lose our connection with Him. 



CHAPTER 17

1. Pi can understand and appreciate the Christians’ concept of God 

suffering challenges, but he cannot comprehend a deity’s being 
willing to subject Himself to abject humiliation. To Pi, that is 

amazingly ungodlike.

2. Love

3. Pi is impressed by Christianity’s humanity. He is “compelled” by the 

idea that Christ is God incarnate. He likes the idea that God is 

accessible to all people because His son was human. Hinduism, 

then, provides Pi with a spiritual sense of the interconnectedness of 
all living things, and Christianity offers him a means to approach 

God.



CHAPTER 18

1. Pi is, at first, frightened by both Christianity and Islam. To him, 

Christianity has a “reputation for…violence.” He is so wary of it, in 
fact, that he is afraid to go into the church. If Christianity has this 

reputation, “Islam [has] a reputation that is worse.” Pi learns about 

each religion by one-on-one interaction with members of that 

religion. His aunt and mother take him to the Hindu temple when 

he is small; he strikes up a friendship with the priest who teaches him 

about Christianity; and he likewise meets a Muslim baker who 

teaches him about Islam.

2. Pi’s first impression of Islam is its immediacy. When the baker hears 

the call to prayer, he immediate rolls out his prayer matt and 

begins praying. To Pi, Muslim prayer is “quick, necessary, [and] 

physical...” 



CHAPTER 19

1. Pi finds the Islamic method of prayer, which involves kneeling and 

bringing his head down to the ground, to be physically satisfying. 

2. Hinduism gives Pi his spiritual sense and his respect for all life. 

Christianity gives him a sense of humility and a closeness to God. 

Islam gives Pi a physical and satisfying means of expressing and 

practicing his faiths. 



CHAPTER 20

1. The Muslim baker has the same name, Mr. Kumar, as Pi’s favorite 
teacher—the biology teacher and atheist who loved the zoo. 
Martel is most likely suggesting parallels between atheism and faith, 
and faith and reason. The two vastly different Mr. Kumars also 
parallel Pi’s ultimate decision to major in zoology and theology.

2. One occurs when he is riding his bicycle back from the Muslim Mr. 
Kumar’s house. Pi looks around at the trees, sea, and sky and 
suddenly sees how everything is connected. The second 
experience takes place much later, in Canada. Pi sees snow falling 
in the sunlight, and within the snow is the Virgin Mary. Both of these
experiences take place in natural settings. The sense of all things’ 
interconnectedness is a chief belief of Hinduism while a vision of the 
Virgin Mary is undeniably Christian. These two events underscore 
the depth of Pi’s belief in multiple religions. 


