
Life of Pi
Contextual Questions

Chapter’s 11-20



CHAPTER 9-11 OVERVIEW

• Pi explains the concept of flight distance in chapter nine – “which is 
the minimum distance at which an animal wants to keep a perceived 
enemy.” This assists him in establishing his boundaries with Richard 
Parker in Part Two – foreshadowing. Pi admits that his father is “a 
natural”. He has “an intuitive gift and a keen eye.” This shows that Pi’s 
training from his father becomes a useful coping tool later on.

• Chapters ten and eleven continue to illustrate the idea of flight 
distance. Pi explains why he believes that zoos are not horrible 
environments for animals but that it is humans invading the territory 
of animals, that harms the animal. As long as humans provide animals 
in captivity with food, shelter and a stable environment, their flight 
distance is minimised and the human being is not seen as an enemy. 



Chapter 11: Contextual Questions

1. What happened to the leopard that escaped from a zoo in Zurich in 
the 1930s, and what does the story illustrate? 

2. What might Pi mean by the following: “And they expected to find—
ha! In the middle of a Mexican tropical jungle, imagine!” 



Chapter 12-15: Overview

The fictitious author’s description of Pi is a reminder that the adult Pi is 
telling the story. This technique is used to create realism and credibility 
– the nature of storytelling. Chapters thirteen and fourteen focus on 
social hierarchy / social order. Pi describes how the lion tamer trains 
the lion to be obedient because the lion accepts its lower rank in the 
social order. In Part Two, Pi establishes this relationship with Richard 
Parker as he takes the responsibility of meeting the tiger’s basic needs 
on the boat. Martel refers to the fictitious author’s description of Pi’s 
home in Chapter fifteen. The religious objects tell the reader that it is 
definitely the same Pi who is telling the story. It further confirms Pi’s 
deep religious beliefs and his polytheistic nature. 



Chapter 12: Contextual Questions

1. What does the narrator’s saying that Pi Patel “bobs” on the “ocean 
of memory” foreshadow?

2. Who is Richard Parker who “preys on [Pi Patel’s] mind”?



Chapter 13: Contextual Questions

1. Why is Mr. Patel still spending so much time discussing animal 
behavior and how humans gain “control” over dangerous wild 
animals?

2. Why is social hierarchy important to animals? What does this have 
to do with the story Mr. Patel is going to tell the narrator?



Chapter 14: Contextual Questions

1. Why is the animal with the “lowest social standing” also the easiest 
to train? 



Chapter 15: Contextual Questions

1. What can be inferred from the religious artifacts that the author 
sees in Patel’s house about the person who lives in that house? 

2. What is the tone of his language as he describes the religious 
objects? 



Chapter 16-28: Overview

These chapters focus on the theme of religion. Although Pi has been a 
Hindu all his life, he is still open to exploring other religions. We are 
introduced to the “three wise men”– Father Martin (the Catholic 
priest), Mr Satish Kumar (the Muslim Sufi/mystic and baker) and the 
Hindu priest. It shows Pi’s deeply religious nature and his ability to 
understand/embrace all three religions – Christianity, Islam and 
Hinduism. The conflict arises when Pi is asked to choose one religion. Pi 
believes that he should not be forced to choose as each faith offers him 
a relationship with and understanding of God. 



Chapter 16-28: Overview

In Chapter twenty-six, he responds to his mother as follows: “How 
many nations are there in the sky?” She thought for a second. “One. 
That’s the point. One nation, one passport.” “One nation in the sky?” 
“Yes. Or none. There’s that option too, you know. These are terribly 
old-fashioned things you’ve taken to.” “If there’s only one nation in the 
sky, shouldn’t all passports be valid for it?” In other words, Pi is 
opposed to the categorisation of religious beliefs and instead sees the 
similarities in all. 



Chapter 16-28: Overview

An additional point of interest, is the link between the two Mr Kumars
– the biology teacher and the Muslim Sufi. In Chapter twenty, Pi 
describes their influence on his character: “These are common names 
in Tamil Nadu, so the coincidence is not so remarkable. Still, it pleased 
me that this pious baker, as plain as a shadow of solid health, and the 
Communist biology teacher and science devotee, the walking mountain 
on stilts, sadly afflicted with polio in his childhood, carried the same 
name. Mr and Mr Kumar taught me biology and Islam. Mr and Mr
Kumar led me to study Zoology and Religious studies at the University 
of Toronto. Mr and Mr Kumar were the prophets of my Indian youth.



Chapter 16: Contextual Questions

1. Explain Pi’s concept of the Brahman nirguna.

2. What is Brahman saguna? 

3. What does Pi say made him a Hindu?

4. What is the point of Pi’s tale of Krishna and the milkmaids? 



Chapter 17: Contextual Questions

1. What confuses Pi about Christianity?

2. According to Father Martin, what is the key to the entire Christian 
story?

3. What does Pi like most about Christianity? How does he compare it 
to his own Hinduism? 



Chapter 18: Contextual Questions

1. Compare the ways Pi comes to know Hinduism, Christianity, and 
Islam.

2. What first impresses Pi about Islam? 



Chapter 19: Contextual Questions

1. Why does Piscine like praying in the mosque? 

2. What, then, do each of Pi’s three religions give to him?



Chapter 20: Contextual Questions

1. What is ironic about the Muslim baker’s name? What is Martel 
suggesting by naming him this?

2. What two intensely religious experiences does Pi describe in this 
chapter? Why are they significant?


