
Life of Pi
Contextual Questions

Chapter’s 21-30



Chapter 16-28: Overview

An additional point of interest, is the link between the two Mr Kumars
– the biology teacher and the Muslim Sufi. In Chapter twenty, Pi 
describes their influence on his character: “These are common names 
in Tamil Nadu, so the coincidence is not so remarkable. Still, it pleased 
me that this pious baker, as plain as a shadow of solid health, and the 
Communist biology teacher and science devotee, the walking mountain 
on stilts, sadly afflicted with polio in his childhood, carried the same 
name. Mr and Mr Kumar taught me biology and Islam. Mr and Mr
Kumar led me to study Zoology and Religious studies at the University 
of Toronto. Mr and Mr Kumar were the prophets of my Indian youth.



Chapter 21: Contextual Questions

1. What impact is his growing friendship with Mr. Patel having on the 
fictional author?

2. What do the phrases, “dry, yeastless factuality” and “the better 
story” suggest? 



Chapter 22-23: Contextual Questions

1. The second speaker in Chapter 22 says he “can well imagine an atheist’s 
last words: “White, white! L-L-Love! My God!” Why does he think that 
these would be the last words an atheist would utter before death?

2. To whom does Pi refer when he speaks of “the (three) wise men”? 

3. What is Pi’s father’s attitude toward religion?

4. What is ironic about the meeting of the three religious men? 

5. Briefly outline each religious man’s argument against the other two 
religions. What is the point of this scene?

6. What is the power of Pi’s response to the competing religious men?

7. On what kind of note does this chapter end?



Chapter 22-23: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT D



Chapter 22-23: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT D



Chapter 22-23: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT D

1. Quote two separate words from the first three paragraphs that show that the 
three men are very angry. (2) 

2. Explain what Pi’s father means when he says, “there is freedom of practice in 
this country” (1)

3. In light of the theme of faith, what is Pi’s possible motivation for calling these 
three men “the wise men”? (3) 

4. a) Name the figure of speech in “like punctuation marks”.(1) b) How does this 
figure of speech affect your understanding of the three men’s statements?(2) 

5. Pi says that the men act “in unison”, with “choral effect” and “spontaneous 
unity of their gestures”. Discuss what this observation of Pi’s shows about the 
three men. (2) 

6. “But he can’t be a Hindu, a Christian and a Muslim. It’s impossible. He must 
choose.” Compare the three wise men’s views on religion to Pi’s. (4)



Chapter 22-23: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT D

7. “I don’t think it’s a crime, but I suppose you are right” Describe Pi’s 
father’s views on religion. (2)

8. What does Pi’s mother’s response to the situation show about her 
in the context of the universal values we associate with mothers? 
(3)

9. State why Pi refers to Bapu Ghandi at this point. (3)

10. Relate to how Pi’s father resolves the confrontation. (2)



Chapter 24-25: Contextual Questions

1. Why does Yann Martel make this chapter about Ravi’s teasing Pi so 
short, with so relatively few examples and a general dismissal at the 
end?

2. What ironies does Pi point out in this chapter? 



Chapter 26: Contextual Questions

1. What is the primary conflict in this chapter, represented by Pi, his 
father, and his mother?

2. What is it that causes Pi’s mother to look weary and to sigh, “Good 
grief” by the end of this chapter? 



Chapter 27: Contextual Questions

1. In addition to religion, what outside influence begins to impose 
itself on Pi’s family in this chapter? What plot event is clearly 
foreshadowed? 

2. What biological theory does Mr. Patel’s attitude toward technology 
resemble? Why is this significant? 



Chapter 29: Contextual Questions

1. To what does Pi compare his baptism—being sprinkled with a 
beaker-full of water?

2. What causes the Patel family to leave India? 3. Why does Pi make a 
point of telling us the animals’ reactions to the political situation in 
India? 



Chapter 30: Contextual Questions

1. What is the surprise that Pi has for the writer at his home?

2. Why has Pi not mentioned that he is married?

3. What does Pi’s wife do for a living? 


