
Life of Pi
CHAPTER’S 21-30

ANSWERS TO CONTEXTUAL QUESTIONS



CHAPTER 21

1. Patel’s life is so full, so meaningful, and Patel himself is so full of life 

that the author is now—more than ever—convinced of the 
hollowness of his own life.

2. The author, having just finished another visit with Patel, is most likely 

thinking about what Pi has said to him. Here we have the 

suggestion that the “better” story is not necessarily the “factual” 

one, that there might be something lacking in the relating of mere 

facts. Perhaps the story Patel is telling the narrator is not precisely 

factual. 



CHAPTER 22-23

1. Pi, of course, would believe that an atheist would come to believe 

in God at the time of death.

2. Pi is talking about the priest, the imam, and the pandit.

3. Pi’s father has a completely pragmatic attitude toward religion. 

While he is not a man of faith himself, he has two small Hindu shrines 

at his zoo for public relations.

4. Rather than acting like men of God, faith, and love—practicing the 

principles each has been teaching Pi—they act like competitors 

with Pi as the prize.



CHAPTER 22-23

5. The priest asserts that Christianity is an all-exclusive religion— “There’s salvation 
only in Jesus.” Further, he discounts Hindus as “idolaters,” and dismisses 
Muhammad as an “illiterate merchant.” The pandit insists that both Islam and 
Christianity are foreign, colonialist faiths imposed upon the native Hindus. The 
Imam asserts that Hinduism, with its caste system, is a system of slavery. He 
further insists that both Hindus and Christians are idolaters. The point of this 
scene is clearly that, while Pi has seen beauty and truth in all three faiths— and 
obviously does not see them as mutually exclusive—the three religious men 
devote much more energy to denigrating the other religions than pointing out 
the beauties of their own.

6. The power of Pi’s response lies in its simplicity. Pi simply wants to “love God.”

7. 7. The chapter ends on a mildly humorous note. The three religious men walk 
away, essentially dissatisfied that none of them has “won.” Pi’s father has 
uttered a statement that Pi finds ridiculously out of character for him, the 
mother smiles warmly at her son—amused, but not upset—by her son’s 
ecumenicalism, and life returns quickly to a pleasant routine of ice-cream 
sandwiches and Sunday afternoon walks



CHAPTER 22-23: EXTRACT D

1. Inflamed; apoplectic

2. . India allows its citizens to practice/follow whatever religion they 
choose to. / In India there is no legal persecution on the basis of faith. / 
There is supposed to be religious tolerance.

3. Pi respects and admires the wisdom of all three men. It is also 
reference to the “three wise men” of the Christian nativity story. These 
men were not Christians but they recognised Jesus as God, showing 
that different beliefs are all in search of God. 

4. 4. A) simile B) The simile suggest that their fingers are like exclamation 
marks showing that the men are emphatic or determined to prove 
that they are correct. 

5. The fact that all three say exactly the same thing at the same time and 
use precisely the same gestures shows that they are more similar than 
they like to think 



CHAPTER 22-23: EXTRACT D

6. The three men believe that their respective religions are the one 

and only truth/path to God. They believe that all other religions are 
wrong and view them with suspicion and mistrust. Pi, on the other 

hand, feels a strong connection to the Divine and experiences all 

the religions that he practices as strengthening his faith. To him the 

symbols and rituals of each religion are a means to maintaining a 

connection to the universal divine presence, rather than having 

meaning in and of themselves/the individual dogmas are less 

important than the experiences of love and connection.

7. Pi’s father is not religious at all; he has embraced the modern, 

secular India. He does not understand Pi’s fascination with religion 

but recognizes that Pi has the right to practice as he chooses.



CHAPTER 22-23: EXTRACT D

8. Pi’s mother is the archetypal maternal figure. She loves her son and 
wants him to be happy. Thus when the others look heavenward for 
answers she looks to Pi and asks him how he feels i.e. she wants him 
to do what is right for himself and not what other people want him 
to do.

9. Ghandi’s statue happens to be nearby. Because Mahatma Ghandi
is respected by most Indians as a great political and spiritual 
leader, his words carry some weight. Since Ghandi said that “All 
religions are true”, it strengthens Pi’s argument that he can follow 
all three religions.

10. Mr Patel asserts that they are all trying to love God- which puts an 
end to the confrontation since one cannot argue with that. The 
three men leave and Pi and his parents eat ice cream. 



CHAPTER 24-25

1. The adult Pi already knows the end of the story he is telling. Memory 

of his brother and their relationship is painful.

2. First, Pi mentions the irony of mere humans believing they need to 

defend and protect the Almighty. Then, he reflects on the irony 

that, now that it is known he is a practitioner of more than one 

religion, he is made to feel unwelcome at all of them.



CHAPTER 26

1. The primary conflict is among faith, apathy, and reason. Pi 

represents faith, and he sees the similarities in the three religions 
rather than the differences. Pi’s father represents bafflement or 

apathy. He makes a vague attempt to protest Pi’s position but 

ultimately simply sends Pi away. Pi’s mother represents reason. She 

tries to reason with Pi, offer analogies, and ultimately exhausts 

herself in her inability to dissuade him from his beliefs.

2. She is exhausted from trying to debate a matter of faith from a 

rational standpoint. 



CHAPTER 27

1. Politics, especially the political situation in India, begins to impose 

itself on the lives of Pi’s family. The family’s emigration to Canada is 
clearly foreshadowed.

2. Mr. Patel says that one must adapt to new technology or go the 

way of the dinosaur, echoing Darwin’s theory of evolution. This is 

significant because it equates human society and the need for the 

species to adapt with the natural world and the need to be able to 

adapt. 



CHAPTER 28-29

1. He compares it to a refreshing monsoon rain.

2. Mr. Patel is alarmed by the fact that Mrs. Ghandi, the president of 

India, completely destroys the government of Tamil Nadu, the 

Indian state that includes Pondicherry. He thinks that Mrs. Ghandi

has too much power and will eventually turn India into a police 

state. He thinks that he has no choice but to leave India.

3. The fact that the animals neither know nor care about world 

politics illustrates the irrelevance of such matters to real life. 



CHAPTER 30

1. The writer meets Pi’s wife, Meena. Until now, the writer did not know 

that Pi was married.

2. The writer says that “life has taught [Pi] not to show off what is most 

precious to him.” Along with the hints we had earlier, this is further 

evidence that Pi has experienced a great loss.

3. Meena is a pharmacist.


