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Contextual Questions

Chapter’s 31-40



Chapter 31-32: Overview

Chapter thirty-one relates closely to the introduction of Mr Kumar, the biology 
teacher, in Chapter seven. Here, Mr Satish Kumar (biology teacher) and Mr Satish 
Kumar (the Muslim Sufi) meet and explain the beauty of the zebra. Pi 
acknowledges that both men explain the existence of the zebra based on their faith 
/ belief. The Muslim Mr Kumar commends Allah on his creation whereas the 
teacher Mr Kumar commends science. Pi draws our attention to how people see 
the world from different perspectives. Although many see religion and science as 
contradictory, Pi is making us aware that they are complementary. Chapter thirty-
two continues to elaborate on the co-habitation of species. Pi explains the concept 
of zoomorphism as mentioned in Chapter one. Pi’s acute awareness of animal 
behaviour is crucial to his survival later on. He refers to the co-habitual relationship 
of the mouse and the viper as “freak suspension”. He mentions a motherless cub 
who will readily accept a surrogate mother rather than face the reality of being 
motherless. Pi, himself, is forced to learn to survive with Richard Parker rather than 
to die. This highlights the theme of survival.



Chapter 31-32: Contextual Questions

1. What is the significance of the meeting of the two Mr. Kumars? 

2. What point(s) is Pi establishing with his accounts of zoomorphism 
and unusual cohabitations of prey and predator?

3. Why does zoomorphism occur? What does Pi’s explanation 
foreshadow?



Chapter 33-36: Overview

Pi displays the impact of his ordeal at sea in Chapter thirty-three: “A smile every 
time, but his eyes tell another story.” The reader feels sympathy for the adult Pi as 
we realise that all that remains of his childhood memories are the four 
photographs he shows the fictitious author. Chapters thirty-three to thirty-six focus 
on the preparations of the Patel family to move to Canada. They are registered to 
board the Japanese cargo ship Tsimtsum. The name of the ship is symbolic – see 
side note. Mother goes off to buy tobacco, although she does not smoke. This 
demonstrates her feelings of anxiety / trepidation about leaving India. She wants to 
take something of India with her. She also wants to stall the move. This is in 
contrast to the responses of Ravi and Pi, who at first were anxious but are now 
reveling in the excitement of an adventure and travel. Their responses foreshadow 
the events of Part Two. Part One concludes when the fictitious author meets Nikhil 
and Usha (Pi’s children). Once again, it is a reminder of the authenticity or truth of 
the story and that Pi survives his upcoming tragic ordeal. Part One ends 
optimistically, “This story has a happy ending.”



Chapter 33-34: Contextual Questions

1. What is suggested by Pi’s telling the author that everything from 
before the family’s emigration was “lost”?

2. What do we learn about Richard Parker from the photograph that Pi 
shows the author? 3. What is, ironically, the difference between the 
author’s account (in italics) and Pi’s?



Chapter 35: Contextual Questions

1. How old is Pi when he and his family embark for Canada?

2. Why is the real reason Pi’s mother worries about the brand names 
of items available in Canada? How does this advance a theme that 
has already been suggested? 



Chapter 36: Contextual Questions

1. What surprises the narrator in this chapter?

2. Upon meeting Pi’s son and daughter, the writer says that “this story 
has a happy ending.” Why does the writer need to say this? 



Part 2: The Pacific Ocean

Part Two begins with Pi completely taking over the narration of the 
story from the fictitious author. Plot devices foreshadowed in Part One 

are revealed as Part Two develops.



Chapter 37-40: Overview

The opening sentence is extremely powerful. “The ship sank.” The short 
sentence marks the beginning of the major action in the novel. It attracts the 
reader’s attention and sets the tone for the events that follow. Pi cries out 
for Richard Parker (and the reader is still unaware that Richard Parker is a 
Bengal tiger). Pi appeals to Jesus, Muhammad and Vishnu, demonstrating his 
multi-faith approach to life. The author commands the reader’s attention 
when Richard Parker’s identity is revealed: “I had a wet, trembling, half-
drowned, heaving and coughing three-yearold adult Bengal tiger in my 
lifeboat.” The colour orange becomes a symbol of hope in the novel. The 
lifebuoy, whistle and tiger are orange. The flashback technique is used in 
Chapters 38 to 39 to highlight the events that lead to Pi being in the lifeboat. 
It captures the terror and confusion that he feels. These are short chapters 
resembling the fastpaced action of the novel.



Chapter 37-38: Contextual Questions

1. How does Yann Martel begin this section of the novel on a 
surprising and suspenseful note? 

2. What important part of the plot does Chapter 38 provide?

3. What does Pi mean when he says, “the ship vanished into a pinprick 
hole on my map”?

4. How does Martel manage to provide a note of humor even during 
this tense and suspenseful episode?



Chapter 37-38: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT E



Chapter 37-38: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT E

1. Describe the difference in tone between sentence one and 
sentence two of the extract. (2)

2. “like a monstrous metallic burp” a) Identify the figure of speech 
above. b) Identify the phonic device above. c) What is the combined 
effect of this figure of speech and this phonic device? (1) (1) (3)

3. How does Pi’s use of hyperbole in “Everything was screaming: the 
sea, the wind, my heart” affect your understanding of his emotions 
at the time? (2)

4. Explain why Pi refers to “Jesus, Mary, Muhammad and Vishnu” 
when he sees Richard Parker. (2) 



Chapter 37-38: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT E

5. Who is Richard Parker and how did he get his name? (2)

6. a) Quote from this passage to prove that Pi deliberately makes the 
listener believe that Richard Parker is a person without explicitly 
stating that he is not human. (1) b) To which important theme of 
the novel does this purposeful ambivalence link? (1)

7. Bearing in mind the second story that Pi later tells the Japanese 
investigators, comment on why Pi is so desperate for Richard Parker 
to make it to the lifeboat. (2)



Chapter 37-38: Contextual Questions
EXCRACT E

8. “You’re a strong swimmer.” a) With regards to the first story that Pi 
tells the investigators, why is it true that Richard Parker is a strong 
swimmer? b) With regards to the second story that Pi tells the 
investigators, why is it true that Richard Parker is a strong 
swimmer? (1) (1)

9. Pi asks Richard Parker to tell him that what has happened is “not 
real”. Critically discuss the use of this phrase in the context of the 
novel as a whole. (4)

10. List two techniques that Pi uses to heighten the tension in the last 
paragraph of this excerpt.



Chapter 39-40: Contextual Questions

1. How is Pi’s survival more an act of Providence than human action?

2. How does Pi’s survival illustrate his belief in the triumph of faith 
over reason?


