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CHINA ESSAY 

BACKGROUND 

 Mao tried to solve his country's problems by developing policies that focused 

on the improvement of industries, agriculture, education and health. 

 Influenced by the success of Stalin's 5 Year Plans, China introduced her own 

5 Year Plans in 1953 as an attempt to boost industry and become a world 

class power. 

1.   THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD 

1.1   WHAT WAS THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD? 

 Mao Zedong's second Five Year Plan started in 1958 

 The GLF was Mao's attempt to transform China's economy from an 

agricultural based economy to an industrial one 

 The key to the success of the GLF was to use the millions of peasants to do 

the work rather than on machinery and experts 

 

 2 MAIN AIMS OF GLF:  

 1) To develop industry and turn China into a powerful industrial nation in 

 15 years 

 2) To develop an modernise China's agriculture to produce enough food 

 for growing population 

1.2 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD 

1.2.1 AGRICULTURE 

 People's Communes: All farms would be organised into collectives - about 

25 000 people farmed together under government supervision 

 Whole population was forced to live together in communes (5000 families) 

 Life of individual was controlled by the commune - lived in barracks, ate 

together, healthcare, schools, nurseries 

 Massive irrigation systems and dams were planned 

 Targets were set for every village, commune and factory - targets were 

extremely high in order for the plan to succeed 

1.2.2 INDUSTRIALISATION 



 Communist party encouraged people to set up small scale steel industries in 

their backyard  

 Mao wanted to surpass Britain in steel production within 5 years 

 Farmers were encouraged to make steel instead of producing food 

1.3 RESULTS OF THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD 

 It was a dismal failure 

 Backyard industries produced inferior goods 

 People lied about reaching targets, because they were scared of what would 

happen to them if they did not reach their targets 

 The combination of poor farming methods, backyard factories, neglecting of 

farms led to a decrease in agricultural production 

 It failed within three years (Three Bitter Years) - It resulted in famine which led 

to the starvation of millions of people 

 The economy collapsed 

 Mao Zedong was forced to allow a return to some form of capitalism 

 Many Chinese lost confidence in Mao's leadership and his position was 

damaged by the failure 

 Mao resigned as president of China, kept his position as Chairman of the 

Chinese Communist Party 

 He handed over the responsibility for the economy to Liu Shaoqi and Deng 

Xiaoping  

2. CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

2.1   WHAT WAS THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION? 

 In the mid-1960s the economy began to recover but class divisions began to 

appear 

 Mao launched the Cultural Revolution - he wanted to stop all opposition to the 

Communist Party 

 He wanted to purify China and put it back on the path of communism - China 

had become too westernised 

 Mao wanted to reassert his authority and get rid of Shaoqi and Xiaoping 

2.2 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

RED GUARDS 

 Mao urged students to quit school and wage war on anyone who opposed 

communism 

 Students were organised into an army known as the Red Guards and spread 

the ideas of the Little Red Book 

 educated peasants on principles of Communism 

 Taught reading and writing skills 



 They had to purge China of the 'Four Olds' - Old customs, old culture, old 

habits and old ideas 

LITTLE RED BOOK 

 A source of Communist propaganda 

 Contained Mao's philosophies about Communism 

 All citizens were expected to memorise principles of communism 

 

ELIMINATION OF OFFICIALS 

 They attacked anyone in authority - teachers, parents, intellectuals, civil 

servants etc.  Anyone who disagreed with Mao 

 They were forced to admit to being 'class enemies' and were beaten, tortured, 

imprisoned or killed 

 Xiaoping and Shaoqi were removed from office 

2.3 RESULTS OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

 2.3.1 Failures 

 Cultural Revolution created mass chaos in China for almost 10 years 

 Around 1 million opponents of Communism were killed 

 Many CCP leaders were arrested and sent into the countryside to work.  

Others were tortured and killed 

 Law and order virtually broke down - Red Guards running amok 

 The economy suffered - production stopped by 1968 

 Schools and universities were closed for more than 2 years, resulted in a lost 

generation where young adults had been denied an education (for being 

critical, elitist or too liberal) 

 Millions of people suffered imprisonment, seizure of property, torture or 

general humiliation 

 Mao's large scale attack on the party and system he had created would 

eventually have the opposite effect to what he intended - many Chinese lost 

faith in their govt altogether 

 Industry suffered and production stopped by 1968 

 

2.3.2  Some successes 

 Unemployment reduced due to strict control of the govt 

 Pensions, health services and education for all 

 Literacy improved 

 Housing, electricity, water and transport costs were all subsidised 

 Women had improved quality of life and greater equality 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


