
The reproductive system 

• ovary 
• ovum 
• penis 
• reproduction 
• scrotum 
• sperm 
• testes 
• uterus 
• vagina 
• womb 

Purpose of the reproductive system 

In humans, as in other eukaryotic organisms, the main purpose of the reproductive system is to 
produce sex cells to ensure the continuation of the species. 

Components of the reproductive system 

We will be looking at the reproductive organs in more detail in the next chapter. For now, let's get an 
overview of the main components in the reproductive system. 

The female (left) and male (right) reproductive organs differ: 

 
1. Ovaries 

The ovaries are located inside the female's body in the lower abdomen and produce mature egg cells 
(ova). 

The largest cell in the human body is the ovum (egg cell) and the smallest cell is the sperm cell. 

2. Uterus 

The uterus (also known as the womb) is present in females. It has a thick lining and muscular wall. 
This is where a fertilised egg will implant and develop during pregnancy. 

Some of the strongest muscles in the female body are found in the uterus! Can you think of reasons 
why this is? 

3. Testes 

The sex organs in males are located in the scrotum, a pouch of skin that hangs between the legs. 
During puberty the testes start to produce sperm cells. 



Main processes in the reproductive system 

• ejaculation 
• fertilization 
• gamete cells 
• ovulation 
• puberty 
• sexual intercourse 

During sexual reproduction, the egg and sperm have to combine to form a new individual. Let's do an 
activity to find out about the main processes in the reproductive system. 

Defining the main processes involved in 
reproduction 
INSTRUCTIONS : 

• Below is a list of the main processes involved in the reproductive system. 
• Look up each term, either in your dictionary or on the internet and write a brief description 

on the lines provided. 
• The first three have been done for you. 
• Growth 

Growth is the increase in size and mass of an organism as it develops over time. 

• Cell division 

Cell division is the process when a parent cell divides into two daughter cells. In the reproductive 
system, cell division occurs within the ovaries and testes to produce gametes (sperm and egg cells) 

• Maturation 

Maturation is the process of becoming mature. In humans, this refers to puberty where sexual 
organs mature so that they are able to reproduce. 
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Health issues involving the reproductive system 

Infertility: About 10% of heterosexual couples have problems falling pregnant and may even be 
completely unable to sexually reproduce. This is infertility and it affects both men and women. 

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome: When a pregnant mother drinks alcohol during her pregnancy, the 
alcohol may cause serious birth defects in the unborn baby. This will affect the child throughout 
their entire life and in most cases cannot be reversed. 

South Africa has the highest percentage of Foetal Alcohol Syndrome cases in the world, especially in 
the Western Cape. This is very tragic and programmes are being implemented to educate people on 
the dangers of drinking during pregnancy. 

Sexually STDs): Many life-threatening diseases such as HIV/AIDS, syphilis and gonorrhoea can be 
transferred during sexual intercourse. 

Learn more about STDs and sexual health: http://kidshealth.org/teen/sexual_health/  
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