
Practice Activities 

1. Rewrite these sentences using the colon and semicolon correctly.  

a) The following items are important when you hike water, a raincoat and a 

sun hat.  

b) Rania likes to find these things in the sky at night the Southern Cross, the 

Milky Way and the moon.  

c) Take all paper and bottles leave only footprints.  

d) I saw a mother bird feeding its chicks each got a little mouthful.  

e) My grandmother always quoted this saying “Filthy water cannot be 

washed”.  

 

2. Explain the function of the colon or semicolon in each sentence.  

a) Mahatma Gandhi: “Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, 

but not every man’s greed.”  

b) I find walking uphill on a hike very difficult; downhill is even harder.  

c) The solar system is made up of many things: the sun, the planets, moons, 

asteroids, comets, dust and gas.  

d) Children love to run around in the rain; adults prefer to keep dry.  

e) Lukhanyo loves to work in his garden: planting new seeds, watering the 

grass and digging the soil.  

 

3. Edit and rewrite the paragraph below, using the correct punctuation.  

 

The best time of the day is in the early morning all is quiet and still. The sun 

starts to rise over the koppie and we can hear the following noises birds 

chirping hens clucking and sheep bleating. The gates in the field squeak open 

milk buckets clatter against each other. Then we sit down for breakfast hot 

coffee and steaming pap. Nothing can beat this hour after sunrise on the farm.  

Parentheses, ellipsis and dash  

1. Choose the sentence with the better punctuation in each pair.  

a) A We learn what to do (and what not to do) in a conflict situation at 

school.  

B We learn what to do and what not to do in a conflict situation at school.  

b)  A Our role-play on friendships was going well… until Katrina forgot her 

words.   

      B Our role-play on friendships was going well-until Katrina forgot her 

words.  

c)   A The principal… had a lot to say.  

      B The principal had a lot to say… 



d)   A Everyone- teachers, parents and learners- is pleased about the new 

rules.  

      B Everyone, teachers, parents and learners, is pleased about the new 

rules.  

e)   A No one knew that the aggressive boy has many problems at home- it is 

all very sad.  

      B No one knew that the aggressive boy has many problems- at home- it 

is all very sad.  


