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SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 11 

TERM 2: 

 

Week 1:  4 sections that will deal with the how Adolf Hitler consolidated his power  

This is Week 1:  Section 1 of 4 deals with the elections in the early 1930`s in Germany. You may 

have to spend a minimum of 1 hour per section in this unit. 

TOPIC 3 Ideas of Race in the late 19th and 20 centuries 

AIMS OF LESSON We will address three questions in Lesson 1 as an INTRODUCTION to how Adolf Hitler 

consolidated his power 

• Why Hitler decided to use legal means to seize power? 

• How Hitler used legal means to seize power? 

• What is an election? 

RESOURCES  

 

 

 

  

 

Paper-based 

Sources 

Digital Sources 

You must consult the 

core content in the 

Power point; and 

your textbook (Topic 

3 Case Study: Nazi 

Germany & 

Holocaust) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

After engaging with the slides (2,3,4) in the PPT, evaluate 

your own understanding by taking the brief online quiz 

(select solo practice)  

How Adolf Hitler consolidated his power in Germany? 

https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5e8c2ec1b64299001bd4dcfb/how-

hitler-became-chancellor-of-germany                                                                                                                                           

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Let’s explain and define 

our core concepts and 

challenging words. 

Election: a formal and organized choice by vote 

of a person for a political office or other position. 

Putsch: a violent attempt to overthrow a 

government; a coup. 

NAZI Party: National Socialist German Workers` 

Party 

Holocaust: the systematic mass slaughter of 

European Jews in Nazi concentration camps 

during World War II 

SKILLS: CAN YOU? 

By the end of this lesson you will practice 

various skills that historians find useful: 

Extraction, Interpretation, Define 

Selection, Listing 

https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5e8c2ec1b64299001bd4dcfb/how-hitler-became-chancellor-of-germany
https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5e8c2ec1b64299001bd4dcfb/how-hitler-became-chancellor-of-germany
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Refer to the PPT slides numbers 2,3,4: Let us summarise the Core content you must understand: 

How did Adolf Hitler consolidate his power in Germany? Consolidation of power refers to the practice of dissolving or 

disbanding legislative, judicial and executive authorities and concentrating power in one or two offices or office holders. 

• The failed Munich Putsch (Beer Hall Coup, 1923) convinced Hitler to seize power by legal means 

• In early 1930`s the Nazi`s did well in the elections, but the Weimar constitution made one-party rule without 

Reichstag  

• The Weimar Republic had two leaders: Chancellor & President 

•  1932 July elections: Nazi-party won almost 200 seats 

• Hitler was appointed chancellor in 1933.  

INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  

 
The Tutor: 

 

Read the source with 

understanding.  

Highlight concepts / 

terms. e.g. election 

 

According to the 

source: When 

answering this type of 

question, it is important 

to remember that you 

MUST use the 

information from the 

source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY QUESTION: HOW DID HITLER CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER?  
SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY:  
SOURCE 1A  
This source shows the results of the March 1933 election in Germany  

 
DEUTSCHER BUNDESTAG WEBSITE, REICHSTAGWAHLERGEBNISSE (PARLIAMENTARY 

ELECTION RESULTS), RETRIEVED 2013 

From: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9prycw/revision/1 

Accessed: Monday 06 April 2020 

 

1.1.1 Provide evidence, according to the source, that the Nazi`s was the most popular party?             

                                                                                                                                           (1x1) (1) 

1.1.2 What, do you think, convinced Hitler to seize power by legal means?                                             

                                                                                                                                           (1x2) (2) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9prycw/revision/1
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What do you think: 

When answering this 

type of question, it is 

important to remember 

that you CAN use 

information besides the 

source (own 

knowledge) 
Any concept that you will be 
asked to define must be 
done so within the context 
of the topic you are focusing 
on. 

1.1.3 Within the context of the source, define the concepts,  

           a) putsch                                                                                                                       (1x2) (2) 

 

           b) election.                                                                                                                    (1x2) (2)  

 

1.1.4 List TWO parties that were the Nazis closest rivals in the election?                 (2x1) (2)  

 

1.1.5 Which political position was given to Hitler after his party`s success in the elections?                    

                                                                                                                                                     (1x1) (1) 

CONSOLIDATION Hitler first used illegal means to seize power which failed. Then he used the parliamentary system to get his gain 
power. But this power was shared. He now used illegal and criminal methods to consolidate power… 

VALUES accountability, power sharing, appreciation of democratic processes 

 

 

 

SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 11 

TERM 2: 

 

Week 1:  4 sections that will deal with the how Adolf Hitler consolidated his power  

This is Week 1:  Section 2 of 4 deals with the Reichstag fire, Enabling Act and Night of the 

Long Knives 

TOPIC 3 Ideas of Race in the late 19th and 20 centuries 

AIMS OF LESSON We will address three questions in Lesson 2 as in INTRODUCTION to how Adolf Hitler 

consolidated his power  

• How Hitler eliminated political opposition by illegal & criminal methods 

• How Hitler introduced the Enabling Act to seize power? 

• What is dictator? 
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RESOURCES  

        

Paper-based Sources Digital Sources 

You must consult the 

core content in the 

Power point; and your 

textbook (Topic 3 Case 

Study: Nazi Germany & 

Holocaust) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

Before engaging with the slides (5,6) in the PPT, please watch the 

clips to get a better understanding of the events: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASiK8s1s8BU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mci4fAV1Wto                                                                                                                              

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Let’s explain and define 

our core concepts and 

challenging words. 

SA: Sturmabteilung, Stormtroopers/Brownshirts, led by Ernst 

Rhöm 

SS: Schutzstaffel, established by Hitler in 1925, loyal to him 

Dictator: a ruler with total power over a country 

Absolute power: Complete authority to act in an area, not 

restrained by supervision or review. 

Rule by decree is a style of governance allowing quick, 

unchallenged promulgation (to put a law into effect) of law by 

a single person or group, and is used primarily by dictators, 

military leaders 

SKILLS: CAN YOU? 

By the end of this lesson 

you will practice various 

skills that historians find 

useful: Extraction, 

Interpretation, Define, 

Selection, Analysis and 

synthesis 

Refer to the PPT slides numbers 5,6    Let us summarise the Core content you must understand: 

How Adolf Hitler consolidated his power in Germany?  

• Hitler called an election in March 1933 

• The Nazis burnt Reichstag building down in February 1933 & he blamed the Communists  

• Hitler gained support of Nationalist Party to pass the Enabling Act  

• Hitler was made legal dictator of Germany 

• The SA was led by Ernst Rhöm who Hitler feared and disliked. 

• In June 1934, Hitler ordered the SS to eliminate Rhöm & other leaders he saw as a threat to his power 

INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  

 
The Tutor: 

 

Read the source with 

understanding.  

Highlight concepts / terms. 

e.g. election 

 

KEY QUESTION: HOW DID HITLER CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER?  

SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY:  

 

SOURCE 1B  

 

This source refers to the Enabling Act which gave Hitler total power 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASiK8s1s8BU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mci4fAV1Wto
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According to the source: 

When answering this type 

of question, it is important 

to remember that you 

MUST use the information 

from the source. 

What do you think: When 

answering this type of 

question, it is important to 

remember that you CAN 

use information besides the 

source (own knowledge) 

 

 

 

 

 

Any concept that you will 

be asked to define must be 

done so within the context 

of the topic you are 

focusing on. 

The Enabling Act (Ermächtigungsgesetz) of 1933 gave the German Cabinet power to 

enact laws without the involvement of the Reichstag and the Reichstat, the legislative 

bodies of the Weimar government. It gave Adolph Hitler complete and absolute power 

over Germany. 

The passage of the Enabling Act required Hitler to gain support from a quorum from a 

super-majority of the entire Reichstag; this process was made easier by nearly all 

Communist and some Social Democrat deputies being arrested under the Reichstag 

Fire Decree, which suspended civil liberties after the burning of the Reichstag under the 

auspices of the beginning of a Communist revolution. 

 But to win the rest of the votes, he needed to convince religious parliamentarians that 

Germany’s religious life would be kept secure and that its civil society would not vanish. 

Immediately before and after the opening of parliament, Hitler negotiated with the 

Center Party to get their support for the Enabling Act, which needed a two-thirds 

margin to pass. The legislation set aside parts of the Weimar Constitution, granting Hitler 

and his cabinet the right to rule by decree. Hitler personally negotiated with the leaders 

of the Center Party on March 20 and 22, promising that he would respect their rights 

and freedoms. 

 
From: https://www.historyonthenet.com/enabling-act-1933 

Accessed: Tuesday 07 April 2020 

 

1.2.1 Why was the passing of the Enabling Act so important for the Nazis?                                              

                                                                                                                                                (1x1) (1) 

1.2.2 Explain the impact of the Reichstag Fire Decree on Hitler`s quest for power.                                  

                                                                                                                                                 (1x2) (2) 

1.2.3 Within the context of the source, define the concepts, a) Quorum & b) civil liberties.                  

                                                                                                                                                  (2x2) (4)                                                 

1.2.4 Name the political party who supported the Nazi party?              (1x1) (1)  

1.2.5 What aspects of “rule by decree” would provide Hitler with absolute power?                                 

                                                                                                                                                  (2x2) (4) 

1.2.6 Write a paragraph of 80 words (8 lines) explaining How Hitler consolidated his power.                   

                                                                                                                                                           (8) 

CONSOLIDATION Hitler used illegal and criminal methods to consolidate power. His followers burnt the (Reichstag) and 
blamed the Communists. With the main political opposition eliminated he passed Enabling Act which gave 
him total power. He then purged his party of all internal threats. He could now become Supreme Leader 

VALUES Awareness that democratic laws can give leaders total power which result in oppression and dictatorship 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/enabling-act-1933
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SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 11 

TERM 2: 

 

Week 1:  4 sections that will deal with the how Adolf Hitler consolidated his power  

This is Week 1:  Section 3 of 4 deals with how Hitler becomes Führer & consolidation of his 

position 

TOPIC 3 Ideas of Race in the late 19th and 20 centuries 

AIMS OF LESSON We will address three questions in Lesson 3 as in INTRODUCTION to how Adolf Hitler 

consolidated his power  

• How Hitler announced himself as Führer 

• Hitler`s re-armament of the army. 

• His control over the German workers? 

RESOURCES  

       

 

Paper-based Sources Digital Sources 

You must consult the 

core content in the 

Power point; and your 

textbook (Topic 3 Case 

Study: Nazi Germany & 

Holocaust) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

Before engaging with the slides (7,8) in the PPT, please watch the 

clips to get a better understanding of the events: 

https://www.cfr.org/explainer-video/lessons-learned-

hitlers-rearmament-                                               

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4B2geHdOoQ 

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Let’s explain and define 

our core concepts and 

challenging words. 

Re-armament: the process of equipping military forces with a 

new supply of weapons. 

Treaty of Versailles: treaty that brought World War I to an end. 

The treaty required Germany to disarm, make ample territorial 

concessions, and pay reparations to certain countries that had 

formed the Entente powers. 

Conscription: compulsory enlistment for state service, into the 

armed forces 

Workers union: is an organization that represents the collective 

interests of employees. Labor unions help workers unite to 

negotiate with employers over wages, hours, benefits, and other 

working conditions. 

SKILLS: CAN YOU? 

By the end of this lesson 

you will practice various 

skills that historians find 

useful: Extraction, 

Interpretation, Define, 

Selection, Comment,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to the PPT slides numbers 7,8   Let us summarise the Core content you must understand: 

How Adolf Hitler consolidated his power in Germany?  

• Hitler merged the roles of Chancellor & President, became Führer & took over leadership of the armed forces 

• spent money on re-armament which was forbidden by the Treaty of Versailles 

• He introduced conscription which help reduce unemployment and building the army 

• Hitler consolidated political power by banning all political parties   

https://www.cfr.org/explainer-video/lessons-learned-hitlers-rearmament-
https://www.cfr.org/explainer-video/lessons-learned-hitlers-rearmament-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4B2geHdOoQ
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• He consolidated control over workers by banning all workers` unions and replacing them by the German Labour 

Front 

INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  

 
The Tutor: 

 

Read the source with 

understanding.  

Highlight concepts / terms. 

e.g. election 

 

According to the source: 

When answering this type 

of question, it is important 

to remember that you 

MUST use the information 

from the source. 

What do you think: When 

answering this type of 

question, it is important to 

remember that you CAN 

use information besides the 

source (own knowledge) 

 

 

 

Any concept that you will 

be asked to define must be 

done so within the context 

of the topic you are 

focusing on. 

SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY: KEY QUESTION: HOW DID HITLER CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER?  

SOURCE 1C  

This source relates the events after President Hindenburg`s demise (death) 

About 9 a.m. on August 2, 1934, the much-anticipated death of President Hindenburg 

finally occurred. Within hours, the Nazi Reichstag announced the following law, back-

dated to August 1st: 

 

The Reich Government has enacted the following law which is hereby promulgated. 

Section 1. The office of Reich President will be combined with that of Reich Chancellor. 

The existing authority of the Reich President will consequently be transferred to the 

Führer and Reich Chancellor, Adolf Hitler. He will select his deputy. 

Section 2. This law is effective as of the time of the death of Reich President von 

Hindenburg. 

 

The law was technically illegal since it violated provisions of the German constitution 

concerning presidential succession as well as the Enabling Act of 1933 which forbade 

Hitler from altering the presidency. But that didn't matter much anymore. Nobody 

raised any objections. Hitler himself was becoming the law… On August 19, about 95 

percent of registered voters in Germany went to the polls and gave Hitler 38 million "Ja" 

votes (90 percent of the vote). Thus, Hitler could now claim he was Führer of the 

German nation with the overwhelming approval of the people. 

 

From: https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/triumph/tr-fuehrer.htm 

Accessed: Tuesday 07 April 2020 

1.3.1 Explain the reference to “Nazi Reichstag”.                                                              (1x2) (2) 

 

1.3.2 What, according to the source, does the term “promulgated” mean?              (1x2) (2) 

 

1.3.3 Comment on the impact of Section 1 of the Law.                                                   (2x2) (4)  

                                                 

1.3.4 Can this Law of the Nazi-parliament be considered as legal? Explain.                (1x2) (2) 

  

1.3.5 Was Hitler`s consolidation of his position as Fuhrer legal or illegal?                        (2x2) (4) 
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CONSOLIDATION After Hindenburg`s demise, Hitler merge the position Führer of Chancellor & President and became Führer. 
He strengthened his army. To secure a stable workforce he banned all labour parties and established only 
one under Nazi control. Now he could focus on methods of nation control. 

VALUES Democratic values, freedoms, civil liberties, Respect for worker`s rights, acceptance of worker unions 

 

 

SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 11 

TERM 2: 

 

Week 1:  4 sections that will deal with the how Adolf Hitler consolidated his power  

This is Week 1:  Section 4 of 4 deals with Hitler`s methods of nation control 

TOPIC 3 Ideas of Race in the late 19th and 20 centuries 

AIMS OF LESSON We will address TWO questions in Lesson 4 as in INTRODUCTION to how Adolf Hitler 

consolidated his power  

• How Hitler used terror to control the German nation? 

• Hitler`s use of propaganda 

RESOURCES  

        

Paper-based Sources Digital Sources 

You must consult the 

core content in the 

Power point; and your 

textbook (Topic 3 Case 

Study: Nazi Germany - 

Holocaust) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

Before engaging with the slides (10 to 14) in the PPT, please watch 

the clip to get a better understanding of the events: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj_rqMR6i64 

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Let’s explain and define 

our core concepts and 

challenging words. 

Terror: a very strong feeling of fear. Violence that is committed 

by a person, group, or government in order to frighten people 

and achieve a political goal. 

Propaganda: information, especially of a biased or misleading 

nature, used to promote (or convince people of) a political 

cause/ideology or point of view  

SKILLS: CAN YOU? 

By the end of this lesson 

you will practice various 

skills: Extraction, 

Interpretation, Define, 

Selection, Analysis and 

synthesis 

Refer to the PPT slides numbers 10 to 14.   Let us summarise the Core content you must understand: 

How Adolf Hitler consolidated his power in Germany?  

• The GESTAPO, secret police, were used to control any dissidence (protest against official policy) 

• They had an extensive network of spies - People were scared to speak out even in private 

• SS members had power to arrest, punish & execute people   

• The Nazis were appointed to top positions in the Police Force & Justice system 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj_rqMR6i64
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• CONCENTRATION CAMPS were set up in 1933 - Inmates were political opponents, Jews, homosexuals Gypsies, 

religious opponents 

• Conditions were harsh: forced labour, little food & torture 

• Hitler used propaganda to win people to the Nazi party 

• Joseph Goebbels was his Minister for Enlightenment & Propaganda 

• Goebbels organized rallies, marches and meetings 

• Goebbels controlled the media - All books & magazines was pro-Nazi 

• Nazi`s controlled education to ensure that all young people grow up believing the Nazi ideas and supporting the 

Nazi party 

 

INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  

 
The Tutor: 

 

Read the source with 

understanding.  

Highlight concepts / terms. 

e.g. election 

 

According to the source: 

When answering this type 

of question, it is important 

to remember that you 

MUST use the information 

from the source. 

What do you think: When 

answering this type of 

question, it is important to 

remember that you CAN 

use information besides the 

source (own knowledge) 

 

 

 

 

SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY: KEY QUESTION: HOW DID HITLER CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER?  
 

SOURCE 1D 
  
This source reflects on the effective use of propaganda by the Nazis in Germany 

 

Whilst the SA and the SS played their part, the Nazis primarily focused on increasing their 

membership through advertising the party legitimately. They did this through simple and 

effective propaganda. The Nazis started advocating clear messages tailored to a 

broad range of people and their problems. The propaganda aimed to exploit people’s 

fear of uncertainty and instability. These messages varied from ‘Bread and Work’, 

aimed at the working class and the fear of unemployment, to a ‘Mother and Child’ 

poster portraying the Nazi ideals regarding women.  Jews and Communists also 

featured heavily in the Nazi propaganda as enemies of the German people. Joseph 

Goebbels was key to the Nazis use of propaganda to increase their appeal. Goebbels 

used a combination of modern media, such as films and radio, and traditional 

campaigning tools such as posters and newspapers to reach as many people as 

possible. It was through this technique that he began to build an image of Hitler as a 

strong, stable leader that Germany needed to become a great power again.  

 

From: https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/the-nazi-rise-to-power/the-nazi-rise-to-

power/propaganda/Accessed: Tuesday 07 April 2020 
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Any concept that you will 

be asked to define must be 

done so within the context 

of the topic you are 

focusing on. 

1.4.1 Define propaganda in the context of the source.                                                (1x2) (2) 

1.4.2 Why, according to the source, did the Nazis target the working class and women?                         

                                                                                                                                              (2x2) (4) 

 

1.4.3 Quote TWO forms of modern media Goebbels used.                                          (2x1) (2)   

                                               

1.4.4 Write a paragraph of 80 words (8 lines) about the impact of Nazi propaganda in 

Germany.                                                                                                                                      (8) 

 

CONSOLIDATION Hitler and the Nazis used fear and violence to terrorize the German nation. The Gestapo & 

SS were the agents of fear. Propaganda, on the other hand, was used to influence the 

German mind especially young people. In this way Hitler consolidated his power till 1945. 

 

VALUES Democratic values, freedoms, civil liberties, respect other`s rights. Individuality of people. 

Rights of association. Responsible use of information. NO FAKE NEWS!!! 
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