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SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 10 

TERM 2: 

 

Week 1: This week will focus on the Causes of the French Revolution. The topic is divided into 4 

sections as indicated below. You may have to spend a minimum of 1 hour per section in this unit. 

TOPIC 3 The French Revolution:  How did the French Revolution (FR) lay the foundations for modern 

democracies? 

SCOPE OF LESSONS 

 

Week 1  

Section 1: (Introduce) How did the French Revolution (FR) lay the foundations for modern 

democracies? 

Section 2: What were the Political and Economic Causes of the French Revolution? 

Section 3: How did the social structure in France contribute to the causes of the French Revolution? 

Section 4: How did the period of Enlightenment and the philosophers contribute to the French 

Revolution? 

RESOURCES  

 

Paper based resources Digital resources  

Learners must consult the 

accompanying PPT: slides 1-5; and 

their textbook (Topic 3 Unit 1) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

Watch the 6-minute video clip to get a better 

understanding of the period.  

What caused the French Revolution? - Tom Mullaney: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBn7iWzrKoI 

ORIENTATION To understand the significance (importance) of the French Revolution in modern society we must 

ask: 

• How the French Revolution laid the foundations for modern democracies? 

• What is a revolution? 

• What conditions in France that made a revolution possible in 1789? 

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Explain and define 

core concepts. 

Revolution: An aggressive overthrowing of a 

government structure or massive sudden change 

in societal values.  

Absolute monarch: Kings who had all the power 

bestowed in their hands  

SKILLS 
 

Practice various skills that are useful in 

Historical studies: 
 

Selection of information  

Listing information in a logical order 

Working within the context of the period  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBn7iWzrKoI
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Ancien régime: A system of government that 

existed in France before the Revolution. It was 

replaced with a government based on 

democratic principles of liberty, equality and 

fraternity 

Fraternity: People sharing similar interests that are 

joined by similar backgrounds.  

Equality: Everyone should be equal in the eyes of 

the law  

Liberty: Refers to all types of freedoms: freedom of 

speech; freedom of choice; freedom of religion 

 

ACTIVITY 

Reading for 

understanding 

 

Refer to slides 1-5 of the Power Point on The Causes of the French Revolution. 

Engage with the content and complete the following content consolidation exercise in your 

workbook. 

1.1.1     Select one sentence that you feel best answers the question: How did the French   

             Revolution lay the foundations for modern democracies?                          (1x2) (2) 

 

1.1.2       Within the context of the French Revolution, define the term revolution?                               

                                                                                                                                             (1x2) (2) 

 

1.1.3       List four factors in France that made revolution possible in 1789?                                             

                                                                                                                                              (1x4) (4) 

 

 • Now that we understand why learning about an event from the late 18th century is useful in 

our present society we can investigate and explore the Causes of the French Revolution. 

 
• History teaches us so many valuable lessons to help us make sense of the world that we 

currently live in. Every History learner must reflect on the lessons of the past so that we can 

understand their impact on the society and world that we live in today.  

• Thank you for taking the bold step towards independent learning. We are proud of you!  

VALUES FOR THIS 

SECTION 

In this module we will explore values that were popular in 1789 and are still popular and meaningful 

today.  

These values include Equality, Liberty and Fraternity 

 

France in 1789 The causes of the revolution The course of the revolution



 

Page 3 of 13 
 

SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 10 

TOPIC 3 The French Revolution:  How did the French Revolution lay the foundations for modern 

democracies? 

SCOPE OF LESSONS 

 

Week 1  

Section 1: (Introduce) How did the French Revolution (FR) lay the foundations for modern 

democracies? 

Section 2: What were the Political and Economic Causes of the French Revolution? 

Section 3: How did the social structure in France contribute to the causes of the French 

Revolution? 

Section 4: How did the period of Enlightenment and the philosophers contribute to the 

French Revolution? 

RESOURCES  

 

Paper based resources Digital resources  

Learners must consult the 

accompanying PPT: slides 6-9; and 

their textbook (Topic 3 Unit 1) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

After engaging with slides 6-9 in the PPT, evaluate 

your own understanding by taking the brief online 

quiz  

What were the political and economic causes of the 

FR?  

https://tinyurl.com/skasazc 

 

ORIENTATION To understand the Causes of the French Revolution we must ask: 

CAUSES: people, things or circumstances that give rise to the action (reasons) 

• What were the political causes of the French Revolution? 

• What were the economic causes of the French Revolution? 

 

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Explain and define core 

concepts and challenging 

words. 

Absolute monarch: Kings who had all the 

power bestowed in their hands  

Decree: The king would give official orders that 

become law 

Divine Right of Kings: the belief that God have 

the king the right to rule 

Inherited rule: in a monarchy, the throne passes 

from one member of the ruling family to 

another member of the same family 

Bankrupt: France was unable to pay their debts 

SKILLS 

Practice various skills that are useful in 

Historical studies: 

 

Selection of information  

Listing information in a logical order 

Working within the context of the 

French Revolution 

Interpreting information from a source 

https://tinyurl.com/skasazc


 

Page 4 of 13 
 

 
INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  

 

 
The Tutor: 

 

Read the source with 

understanding.  

Read the 

caption/contextualisation of 

the source, it explains what 

the source is about.  

Highlight concepts / terms. 

e.g. absolute monarchy 

 

According to the source: you 

MUST use the information 

from the source to answer 

the question 
 

Any concept that you will be 

asked to define must be 

done so within the context of 

the topic you are focusing 

on. 

KEY QUESTION: WHAT CAUSED THE OUTBREAK OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?  

SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY:  

SOURCE 3A  

This source highlights the French Kings’ views of their political power in France.  

3.1.1 What, do you think, is meant by King Louis XIV’s words: “I am the state”?                                     

                                                                                                                                              (1x2) (2) 

3.1.2 Who, according to the source, gives the king the authority of rule?                                                 

                                                                                                                                               (1x2) (2) 

3.1.3 Within the context of the source, define the concept, absolute monarch.                                       

                                                                                                                                               (1x2) (2)  

3.1.4 List any THREE absolute controls that the king of France had?         (3x1) (3)  

3.1.5 What crisis in France forced King Louis XVI to summon the Estates General?   (1x1) (1) 

 

King Louis XIV (1643 – 1715): “I am the state”  
King Louis XV (1715 – 1774): “We hold our crown from God alone”  
King Louis XVI (1774 – 1792): “The power to make laws belongs only to me”  
 
These are statements made by French kings.  France was an absolute monarchy. This meant that the 

king had the right to make all appointments, all decisions and all laws.  He also had the right to call 

meetings of the Estates General, the representative body of all the people in France. However, this had 

not happened for 175 years. It was only when France was facing a major financial crisis in 1789 that the 

king, Louis XVI summoned (called for a meeting of) the Estates General. 

Taken from: Nathan Barber, Peterson’s AP European History, 2006 
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SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 10 

TOPIC 3 The French Revolution:  How did the French Revolution lay the foundations for modern 

democracies? 

SCOPE OF LESSONS 

 

Week 1  

Section 1: (Introduce) How did the French Revolution (FR) lay the foundations for 

modern democracies? 

Section 2: What were the Political and Economic Causes of the French Revolution? 

Section 3: How did the social structure in France contribute to the causes of the French 

Revolution? 

Section 4: How did the period of Enlightenment and the philosophers contribute to the 

French Revolution? 

RESOURCES  

 

Paper based resources Digital resources  

Learners must consult the 

accompanying PPT: slides 10-18; 

and their textbook (Topic 3 Unit 1) 

Refer to the relevant digital resources: 

After engaging with slides 10-18 in the PPT, 

reinforce your understanding of the work by 

examining the mind map based on the Causes of 

the French Revolution. Create your own version of 

the mind map in your workbook. Go to:  

https://tinyurl.com/wusgtsr 

 

ORIENTATION To understand the Causes of the French Revolution we must ask: 

• How did the social structure in France contribute to the causes of the French 

Revolution? 

https://tinyurl.com/wusgtsr
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KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 
Explain and define core concepts 
and challenging words. 

 

Feudal dues: A method for commoners to get access to 
land by giving one’s services to the owner of the land 
First Estate: The Upper Clergy (high ranking officials of 
the Church e.g.. Bishops) 
Second Estate: Nobility (titled aristocrats e.g. Duke 
Third Estate: Commoners/ ordinary people 
Bourgeoisie: middle class 
Merit: being worthy or qualified for a position 
 
  

Figure 1: A visual representation of the Estate System in 
France pre-1789. The majority of the population belonged 
to the Third Estate 

INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  
 

 
The Tutor: 

Study the visual source for 

understanding. Read the 

caption/ contextualisation, it 

explains what the source is 

about. Look for visual clues 

e.g. circle the noble’s sword  
 

Message: interpret and 

explain the message that the 

creator is trying to expose. 

In the case of a visual source 

you will have to explain what 

you see in the picture – literal 

meaning, as well as the 

symbolic meaning of what 

you see – the figurative 

meaning. 

 

 
 
 

KEY QUESTION: WHAT CAUSED THE OUTBREAK OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?  

SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY:  

Source 3B  

A French political cartoon, from 1789 captioned "You should hope that this game will be 

over soon”. This picture shows a peasant carrying a clergyman and a noble (this did not 

literally (really) happen.   

 

1st 
Estate

2nd 
Estate

3rd 
Estate 
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Useful: Ask yourself: How does 

the source help the historian? 

Consider the information that 

is provided in the 

contextualisation of the 

source:  

• Is this first-hand information 

from the period and therefore 

useful? 

• When was the cartoon 

made? 

• Why was the cartoon 

created?  

• What evidence can be 

found in    relation to the 

question being researched? 

Taken from: https://www.historycrunch.com/france-before-the-french-

revolution.html#/ date accessed: 05 April 2020 

3.2.1 Which Estates do the two figures on the peasant’s back represent?            (2x1) (2) 

  

3.2.2 What is the cartoonist’s message regarding the social causes of the French 

Revolution as depicted in the source?                                                  (2x2) (4)  

 

 

 

 

3.2.3 Explain why this source is useful in terms of portraying French society before 1789.                  

                                                                                                                                       (2x2) (4) 

 

 

SUBJECT and GRADE HISTORY GRADE 10 

TOPIC 3 The French Revolution:  How did the French Revolution lay the foundations for modern 

democracies? 

SCOPE OF LESSONS 

 

Week 1  

Section 1: (Introduce) How did the French Revolution (FR) lay the foundations for 

modern democracies? 

Section 2: What were the Political and Economic Causes of the French Revolution? 

Section 3: How did the social structure in France contribute to the causes of the French 

Revolution? 

Section 4: How did the period of Enlightenment and the philosophers contribute to the 

French Revolution? (And the summoning of the Estates General) 

  

https://www.historycrunch.com/france-before-the-french-revolution.html#/
https://www.historycrunch.com/france-before-the-french-revolution.html#/
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RESOURCES  

 

Paper based resources Digital resources  

Learners must consult the 

accompanying PPT: slides 19-24; 

and their textbook (Topic 3 Unit 1) 

Refer to the relevant digital resource: 

After engaging with slides 19-24 in the PPT, 

evaluate your own understanding by taking the 

online quiz  

The philosophers and the French Revolution? 

https://tinyurl.com/uh8ugbe 

Watch a Telematics Lesson: http://tiny.cc/f2jjf 

ORIENTATION To understand the Causes of the French Revolution we must ask: 

• How did the period of Enlightenment and the philosophers contribute to the 

French Revolution? 

• How did the summoning of the Estates General contribute to the French 

Revolution? 

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

Explain and define core 

concepts and challenging 

words. 

 

Philosopher: a person engaged in studying 

ideas that act as guiding principles of 

behaviour 

Age of Enlightenment: a philosophical 

movement that dominated ideas during the 

18th century 

Corrupt: acting dishonestly in return for money 

or personal gain 

Long term Cause: something that has been 

around for many years and finally got to a 

point where something happened 

Cahiers: letters of demands 

 

SKILLS 

 

Practice various skills that are useful in 

Historical studies: 

 

Developing an opinion based on facts 

and evidence  

Interpreting information from a source 

Source Based paragraph writing 

https://tinyurl.com/uh8ugbe
http://tiny.cc/f2jjf
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INFORMAL ASSESSMENT  

 

 
The Tutor: 

What do you think: your 

thoughts and reasoning must 

be based on facts and 

evidence  

 

Comment: your opinion or 

response must be based on 

facts and evidence  

 

Source Based Paragraph 

Writing:  

A paragraph question will 

instruct you to use the sources, 

as well as your own 

knowledge to write a 

paragraph. 

This means that you read 

through the sources and see 

what information it gives you 

with regards to the question 

that needs to be answered. 

The ‘own knowledge’ should 

be used to help you elaborate 

on the information that the 

source gives. 

Remember to only write ONE 

paragraph.  

 

KEY QUESTION: WHAT CAUSED THE OUTBREAK OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?  

SOURCE-BASED ACTIVITY:  

Source 3C 

This is an extract of a philosopher’s work. The Social Contract, by Jean Jacques 

Rousseau. It was published in 1762 and was later banned by the government. 

 

3.3.1 How did the philosophers contribute to the French Revolution?                     (1x2) (2) 

3.3.2 What, do you think, Rousseau meant when he said: “MAN is born free; [but] and  

         everywhere he is in chains.”?                                               (2x2 (4) 

 

 

3.3.4 Comment on why the role of the philosophers are regarded as a long-term cause  

         of the French Revolution?                                                                      (2x2) (4) 

 

3.4   Using the information in the relevant sources and your own knowledge, write a   

       paragraph of about EIGHT lines (about 80 words) examining the causes of the  

       French Revolution.                                                                                                            (8)  

 

 

MAN is born free; and everywhere he is in chains. One thinks himself the master of others, and still 

remains a greater slave than they. How did this change come about? I do not know. What can make 

it legitimate (legal)? That question I think I can answer. 

If I took into account only force, and the effects derived from it, I should say: "As long as a people is 

compelled to obey, and obeys, it does well; as soon as it can shake off the yoke, and shakes it off, it 

does still better; for, regaining its liberty by the same right as took it away, either it is justified in 

resuming it, or there was no justification for those who took it away." …Nevertheless, this right does 

not come from nature, and must therefore be founded on conventions. 

Taken from: https://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/economics/rousseau/social-

contract/ch01.htm Date Accessed: 23 February 2020] 
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POWER POINT 
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